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Dear !\1s. Anderson: 

~cbruCJn 1.2014 

This is in respunse 10 ~our Decem her l X. 2013 email communication regarding the Septcmhcr 
2013 1\cv•: Jersey 1\uuicnt Criteria Enhancement Plan. '{our ce>mmunicatipn admmledgcd the 
significant efforts in \\·hich the Department of h1Yironmental Protection is cnt;agcd. to enhance 
our understanding of the le\e]s of nutrients that can af!ect the ability PfDur \\-:lters tr1 support 
their designated uses. and to deYclop numeric tr,mslators ofnarrati\'e nutrient criteria andiur 
numeric nutrient criteria that align \\·rth full use support. llO\\C\·cr. yuur communication limit~ 
LPA·s apprm·al of New Jersey"s Nutrient Criteria l·.nh:mccment Plan W a ··panially mutuall~
agrccd upon"" plan. rhe hasis 1llr the dcsignatilln is }-j>_-\ "s position that the plan docs tlllt include 
specilic milestones for criteria adoptiPn and suhmis~ion tu EP. \. \\hich i::. identified us a ke,
CDmponent of a state nutrient criteria plun. 

'\c,\· Jersey· s plan eontuins a list of\ ery specific acti(ms hy water hody type. along \\ itl1 dates 
for enmmenccment and projected completion tl1r 111(1St of the actions identified. !'he_c,c 
commiunems cicarly ad\·ancc the objecti\'es oCthe plan. llnce11aintics m study result~ \\hich \\ill 
a!Tcct nc;..t steps for these activities make time hound final actions inappropriate at this time. 
ProYiding specific milestones for dCYcloping numeric translators or criteria in Decem her 2016. 
when the plan \\·ill be updated, would he mon; appropriate. 

EP.\ stailrecommcndcd Department rc\·)n\ ufthc ]\;cw York State "\utricnt Standard-, Plan 
(.lul~ 7. 2011 ). as an example o/"satisf::tctor~ milestnnes that \\'(\uld result in a ··mutuu!ly agrl·cd 
upon·· plan. !'he Department rc' 1cw re\'caled thut thc Nn\ 'y'ork plan contains bwad runges of 
dates t(-lr pro_icctc·d outcomes. without the rcsultllfnumeric criteria in ~-1\1 cases. and \\ith ~trong 
cU\·eats regarding the intent tu actually adopt and.·or implement criteri'L '!\e\\ Jerse;. ·s plan is 
more spccilic and comparably time hounded. Further. as ;Clu 1-dlO\\, ~e\\ .lcrsc: has bc.·cn a 
national leader \\ith regard to nutrient criteria. ha\ ing had numeric criteria in pl<KC fClr 
phD~phrJruS fDr decades and has implemented thec;c through ·J-r-.1\)l.s and NJP\)l:S pcrmitc;_ I 
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hclicw this record along\\ ith the clear path c;d J(.n-lh in the 'eptcmbcr ::'.013 Sutricnt ("rikri:l 

J_nhanccmcnt Pl::m \\-~unmt LP,\.:-, <lppnn·al as a··nltltuall~ ~1grccd upcll1 plan·· illld I n.::qu.._"·;t tint 

ynu recon:-id..::r yuur d..::krminatiun. 

In addJtion. ~our comnwnication sugge:-;tl'd that \'acancics at tl1c po..,ition uf Director and 

_,\ssistanl Commissioner arc the reason fur lack ofdak '-pCcitlc rni\c:-;toncs fl>r all actions in the 

pbn. While I hm e J.s<>umcd the pDsition of Acting Deputy Commissinncr. I can as:-;ur.:;) ou there 

io, no \nid in the m·crsight of our \\ah:r programs. I cnntinu..:: tu proYide leadership and guidance 

to the \\'J.kr f{c:-;ource l'danag_cmcnt prPgrums. functiuning in the ducli role U'. .'\'>si'.tam 

Commi 'lsion..::r. While \\ c currently lack a Dircctnr of the Di' iswn of Water \1onitoring anJ 

Standar~ls. the management team in the DiYisiun has assumcd the n..::cessary functiPns in the 

inkrim. 

l k,,,;..;_ fi:lr\YJ.rJ to con:inuing our diido.:;uc to obtain a .. 'l1Utually agre,_·d U\X•n pbn·· status. lf>ou 

ha\ c imy question<:, please feel l'rce to cnntact tnt: or Barhara Hirst ufm) slaJ'fpf\\"akr 

!Vhmitoring and Standards at (60l.J)292-0427. 

C: Barham Hirst. W~1S 

Sincere]\-. 

'"/ ~.~~ 
(. / ·' 

\:1ichcle N. Siclcrla. 1.:-q. 

Acting Deputy Commissinner 
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